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May 16, 1888. 


Olathe, Km. 

Dear Bru. 1 cr;«ve a little talk with jour 
self ami Bru. Bauman, concerning remarks 
madebY you both in No. 9 ofthe Evangelist. 

Bru. Hftiunan think** that some of my remarks 
about the Gerinmi U-iptist are about n» ''rough" as 
the remarks of » (there have been in the paat. ThiB 
may all be true, and in fact I admit it. Tu*e 
difference ia / see different how to tthal I did then. 
What 1 do I id ways do with a conscious convic- 
tion of right. Then 1 did not see things as I do 
now, and vice versa. Bro. Paul did not see clearly 
until the ecaj.es fell from bis eyes. But after he 
did see clearly he built up what he had been tear- 
ing down. Notwithstanding many doubted his 
sincerity, all he demanded was a chance to vindi- 
cate his sincerity and that is all I ash, and 1 hope 
that my offence may not seem greater than his, 
and that I may be as readily forgiven. 

And now Bro. Editor, as to your remark, you 
"kindly admonishes to have as little to say about tne 
Conservatives as the nature of the case will admit" 
This advice is good and right. But I see in my 
Bible that the good and bad is always set forth 
alike. I am not certain but there is more said 
about the evil deeds of Israel than of their good. 
And David, the man after God's own heart, was 
no exception to the rule, his evil deeds are plainly 
spelled out and he suffered.tbe penalty of them — is 
also shown. So did Moses receive an exposition ot 
his mistakes. The good deeds of men are wanted 
for our examples, — their wrong deeds are shown 
that we may profit by them, by not following them, 
but escape the evil that they fell into. The good 
and evil are told in the same story all through the 
Bible. And why may we not do likewise ? 

But you wonder why we will not tell some good 
and not all bad about the German Baptist. Well 
the good is apparent to all. So far as they do right, 
they are just as worthy of commendation as any- 
body, but all the good they do by way of keeping 
the ordinances we do, hence they are no example 
to us in anything that we do not do. And their 
wrongs ought to be an example to us, and we 
ought to profit by them by holding thsm at such a 
safe distance, that we may never fall into them. 

But then you wonder why the Conservative 
Dunkards should be more anathematised than 
any other people. I answer for iivire reasons than 
one. < 

1. As to myself, it was my home for a quarter 
of a century — ever since I was 18 years old. I was 
born ana bred in it — so to speak — nearly all "my 
relatives still live there — 1 will however except 
the Bro. Bashors — and much of my time was 
spent to advance its interests, and for a long time 
I did not question its right to its high claims as 
being the veritable body of Christ, The only 
church in which there was salvation. But when 
I come to see the error, so blindly heldand taught, 
I cannot hold my peace without "quenching the 
Spirit." 

2. Especially because they are of us. We hold 
in common th • practice of obeying the commands 
of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Only they 
go beyond and "teach for doctrine the commands 
of men." Now if we can get. this fact befora their 
members and show them the great danger there is 
in holding such doctrines, we may be able to save 
many ot them. For I do know that there are 
many of their members that are no longer willing 
to be priest ridden, and have unnecessary burden, 
imposed upon them. Such persons only need to be 
taught the truth and shown the fallacy of serving 
men, and they will turn away from it, and accept 
and obey the truth as it is in Jesus. And it cer- 
tainly is every Christian's duty to denounce error 
as well as teach the truth. Then please let us 
have free access. And 

3. What church occupies the exact position to- 
ward its members and other churches as the Con- 
servative church does ? 

They stand on the same platform with the 
Catholic church. They too claim to hold "the keys 
of the kingdom" and what they bind — disregard- 
ing the laws of equity — shall be bound in heaven. 
They too, bold the eternal damnation doctrine, and 
the one body doctrine, which* means out of their 
church into hell. And what make* their position 


look so unreasonable, so uncharitable, so unchris- 
tian and ao awful, is the fact— unlike the Catholic 
church, they will for the mo«t trival pretext dis- 
own a member, and their version is condemned to 
eternal damnation. If they were reasonable, and 
would hold nothing but the Gospel, their position 
might not be, so untenable. But under existing 
circumstances it is Bimply awful, and their own 
acts will condemn every one of them, by Matt. 7 : 
1, 2 and Bom. 2 : 1, & 

And other features of their doctrine and prac- 
tices, Bet them at variance with the Gospel of 
ChriBt, e. g. they tell the world that they have 
nothing to govern the church by but the Gospel. 
But now what does the Gospel say about the wear- 
ing of the hair t What does their creed say ? 
What does the Bible say about the cut of the coat 
or the bonnet, or the cap etc , etc. And then what 
does their creed say about such things and is it 
not a fact that they do dismember many, many 
members for not conforming to the order in these 
things. And we become all the more disgusted 
when we see with what vindictive tenacity they 
will persue those who have the moral courage to 
withstand their mandates. For instance in m\ own 
case, when I discovered their crookedness, and 
their dark secret conspiracies, and found that I 
was to become the scape goat to near off the dark 
deeda of others, it was not enough for me to with- 
draw. They had to pursue me to the bitter end. 
The church must do her work. I must be condemn- 
ed and their version is to hell. But I can say from 
my inmost soul, I pity them, tneir false charges 
and false testimony will tall on their own heads. 
But I must here note how such proceedinga beget 
men praise and honor. One of their principal men 
says now that "Mohler has done his work well and 
has been relieved from the work" and one of the 
very men who made false statements against me 
in open church, has since been elected deacon, and 
I Burmise that he will want soon to make" another 
false statement that he may get up higher. Enough 
of this. But they do make "the commandments of 
God of noue effect through their traditions" (Matt. 
15: 6) for "they teach for doctrines the command- 
ments of men" having no regard for Christ's com- 
mand "teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded." They teach and observe 
more. The spirit says "Blessed are they that do 
his commandments etc. Rev. 22 : 14. They do 
more. "Not every one that saith unto me Lord, 
Lord shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father'^ to. Matt. 7 \ 21. 
Here they teach differetit to the Gospel. They 
teach more "Blessed are they that hear the word 
of God and keep it." Luke 11 : 28. They teach 
and enforce more than the Word of God. These 
and many other Scriptures go far to prove that the 
Conservative church is not the church. It is 
not a Gospel church, hence not Christ's church. 
For it is plain that Christ's church would not 
spare his Word, would not set at naught God's law 
and make others. Am I to believe they would ? 
Nay verily. May I not enter my protest against 
such an assumption of God's authority. 

Pray tell what other church on this green earth, 
will mike so many laws tb govern the initiated by, 
and then enforce them with such impunity and ex- 
pel with such disregard as the German Baptist, do V 
What similarity is there between them, and a 
weeping, bleeding Savior? What similarity is 
there between their dealings with their own mem- 
bers and the great atoning sacrifice? none; 
echo answers none. 

Notice the dissimilarity between them and God's 
promises. God's promises are not yea and nay 
hut tea and amen. The German Baptist will 
promise salvation on condition of obedience to cer- 
tain mandates and presently they become "ob- 
solete," and others take their place. Now look at 
the situation again. They have a code of laws by 
which they offer conditions of salvation, or con- 
demn to hell by. Finally these same (men-made) 
laws that were accomplishing so much, become 
"obsolete." Is this like the unchangeable God, or, 
like bis unchangeable law r I n such a church, how 
could we know what tbe conditions of salvation 
are? The "order'' that saved years ago, is not in 
full force now, and likewise the rule that condemn- 


ed years ago does not condemn now. What a pity 
some people that lived a few years ago, do not live 
now. The fact ot their unfortunate existence at that 
particular period of time cost them their salvation. 
Bosh— such a conglomerate mass of sophisticated 
assumption is enough to kindle the righteous in- 
dignation of every child ot God. And then shall 
not our righteous protest be registered on the 
pages of history, for the benefit of the unborn — 
the rising generations ? May the Lord help so to 

do. 

J. B. Lair. 


Prohibition. 

[ have just read that commendable sermon of 
Talmage in Evangelist No. 16, and it so beauti- 
fully sets forth my sentiments on this subject, I 
give a hearty amen to the entire sermon. I 
would love to know that every member of our 
brotherhood is a strong prohibitionist. I consider 
it shameful for a child of God to back up the liquor 
business in any way whatever. I further believe 
it to be the duty of every Christian to give his or 
her vote in favor of prohibition on every occasion 
possible. Let us remember ';no drunkard shall 
inherit the kingdom of God.'' 

Brethren I pray you, raise the banner of Nation- 
al Prohibition. I glorv in the enthusiasm of the 
Baptists (colored) of Tennessee, "forbidding any 
of their minister** to preach, who are fighting 
against prohibition." 

Michael Licbty. 


Outdoor Preaching. 

Of one place John Wesley in his journal says : 
"The Want of field-preaching has been one 
cause ol deadness here. I do not find any great 
increase of the work of God without it. No great 
good will be done at any place without field- 
preaching. If you desire to promote the work of 
God, you should preach abroad as often as possible. 
Nothing destroys the devil's kingdom like this." 

Mr. Wesley held field-preaching of first impor- 
tance for the perpetuity and extension of the work. 
He says: "The greatest hindrance to this you are 
to expect from rich, or cowardly, or lazy Methodists. 
But regard them not. Whenever the weather 
will permit, go out in God's name into the most 
public places and call all to repent and believe the 
Gospel, Every Sunday in particular, especially 
where there are old societies, lest they settle on 
their lees. The stewards will frequently oppose 
this, lest they lose their ttsual collections. This is 
not a sufficient reason against it. Shall we barter 
souls tor money V* Again, "What marvel the devil 
does not love field-preaching ! Neither do I. I 
love a commodious room, a soft cushion and a 
handsome pulpit. But where is my zeal if I do not 
trample all these under foot in order to save one 
more soul," Wesley did not favor field preaching 
at first It cost him something to do this. White- 
field did it first, and wrote to Wesley. 

"Yesterday I began to play madman in Glouces- 
tershire by preaching on a table in Thornhury 
Street." Wesley followed. He says : "I could 
scarce reconcile myself at first to this strange way 
of preaching Ui the fields ; having been all my life, 
till very lately, so tenacious of every point relating 
to decency and order, that I should have thought 
the saving of souls almost a sin if it had not been 
in a church.'* 

Whether people have become "rich, lazy, or 
cowardly," or whether stewards are afraid of out- 
door preaching "lest they lose their usual collec- 
tions," we cannot *ay ; but one thing is certain, 
plenty of preachers seem to prefer "commodious 
room*, soft cushion b, handsome pulpits," and 
liberal salaries ;— none of which they will receive 
if they take to outdoor preaching. But still there 
are people in the lanes and the streets, and in the 
highways and hedges, who should be bidden to the 
gospel feast. Who will invite them, who will bid 
them, who will go and seek them, — who will com- 
pel them to come in ? — SlL, 

When tbou art obliged to spe^k, be sure to 
speak the truth ; for equivocation is half way to 
lying, and lying is the whole way to hell. — William 
Penn. 

Good deeds ring clear through the heavens like 
a bell. — Richter. 


